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Liberal arts education has been reformed

The trial reform of liberal arts provision that began in the 2015 academic year has been fully implemented, and five new subjects are now offered
alongside the core subjects, incorporating diverse learning methods, such as "passage," small seminars classes for freshmen students, group work, and
fieldwork. These embody the "five questions and seven approaches" concept that underlies liberal arts education at Nara Women's University.

In addition, the small English classes at each level that began in the 2015 academic year are now available to second-year students. Furthermore, to
diversify language education, languages other than English, including Spanish, Arabic, and Vietnamese, are being offered each year from the 2017
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The Admissions center has been established and a complete -
review of the university's admission system is in progress ‘
The university established The Admissions center in April 2016 that aimed at
researching and developing the student selection method that best allows for a FRAEHES ———— AFHBREER
comprehensive understanding of aptitude for academic research, independence,

and academic ability. It has also formulated a revised draft of its entire ‘
admissions policy and initiated a full review of its admissions system. >

In addition, other relevant initiatives in the 2016 academic year included a [
symposium allowing female high-school candidates to interact with female 1ccl |
university students (organized jointly with Collaborative Organization for AdmISSIDn Center
Research in women's Education of Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics), an exchange of views relating to new student selection on the
university forum, and analysis relating to special admission procedures in
collaboration with the Executive Office for Research Strategy. A web-based
application system will be introduced and trialed in the 2017 academic year, to
improve applicant accessibility and allow more frequent analysis of admissions \ i
data. h 4
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Support for students with special needs has been strengthened
The Vice President was given the support for students with special needs in April 2016, and the Office for
Students with Special Needs was established. This provides a point of contact for support, in line with the

guidelines for faculty members, regarding the elimination of discrimination on the grounds of disability at the lﬂk-;;%?:;;
university, implemented in the 2015 academic year. -::g’e'ii;igi;;;in

In addition, basic policies relating to support for students with special needs at the university have been
reviewed, and faculty members have had the opportunity to acquire a broad understanding of relevant regulations
at lecture meetings and workshops.
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A second volume of the Nara Women's University collection has been issued

Nihonshi Ron- Kuroshio to Yamato no chihei kara (Essay on Japanese history from the perspective of
the Kuroshio Current and Yamato), the second volume in the Nara Women's University collection that was
launched in the 2015 academic year, was published in March 2017. It explains the historical and national
context of the university's medium-term plan, approved by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology as a "highly strategic and ambitious target or plan."

The main focus of the essay is the inevitability of the Yamato and Kii peninsula region being the site of
the birth of the nation and the place of origin of various aspects of Japanese culture, given that it is the
fulcrum of interaction between the islands of the archipelago because of the Kuroshio Current, a fact that
has been largely overlooked thus far when the formation of Japanese society has been considered.
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The Oka Mathematical Institute has inaugurated the Kiyoshi Oka Prize and the Kiyoshi Oka Encouragement Prize

In the 2015 academic year, the Oka Mathematical Institute was established to transfer to the next generation of mathematicians, particularly female
mathematicians, the mathematics ethos of Kiyoshi Oka, an emeritus professor at the University and a world-renowned mathematician who stressed the
importance of women's higher education.

In the 2016 academic year, the Institute inaugurated the Kiyoshi Oka Prize (for providing a solution to a problem and new developments or for a
groundbreaking discovery or invention) and the Kiyoshi Oka Encouragement Prize (to support young female mathematicians engaged in exemplary
research); the Kiyoshi Oka prize was awarded to one recipient.
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The Organization for the Promotion of & =
Gender Equality received an "S" grade
evaluation

To support education and research activities e >
based on its mission of educating leaders for a l %gz;:t IE-I %E;‘E ﬁ%% 1

society with gender equality, the university has

established an Organization for the Promotion of

I . '
Gender Equality, which continuously implements i ﬁggﬁ‘:if;f;m“a) 1
various initiatives for students and faculty. In the i MER 2xm= " 1
2016 academic year, there was a review of the | AERE i
system for implementing such projects with a 1 e ' a
view to promote diversity more effectively and T i s | J s
ety ' ' S tatiek e
In addition, having received a Japan Science (B o858 (FrE7R | (FEEETR i .
and Technology Agency grant, the university's HENTIEEE FRERZERR oW
Organization for the Promotion of Gender LR TREAN mmm
Equality implemented a Post-doctoral Career Rk 2wk e /i
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Development Project (supporting Ph.D. students 15T —h
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and post-doctoral career development) from the Y- BN W ER
2011 to the 2015 academic years. This project D—054 IS AE IR
was evaluated upon completion and received the 1HEE

highest evaluation grade of "S" (exceeded target).

This project will continue in the career BLItFEEHREER + 4 |) PRASTIBALE
development support department during and after 4 IN—T AR BRIE S IEAER
the 2016 academic year. A R
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The Yamato Center for Regional Collaboration and Education
reconstruction project (a COC+ project) has been pursue

The university's Yamato Center for Regional Collaboration and Education
pursued a joint reconstruction project with the Nara College of the National ; =
Institute of Technology and Nara Prefectural University. This project was PRAKTIZLSR AL
accepted by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and e
Technology's "University as Center of Community" regional development
program, which was open for applications in the 2015 academic year.

In the 2016 academic year, the university offered 29 regional-oriented
subjects, and four seminars were held to call students' attention to regional
issues and share ideas about relevant career paths after graduation. To focus
on such activities, the university established an activity center in Shimoichi,
Yoshino, in July 2016.

Research forums and networking events have also been organized with
Keizai Doyukai Nara to strengthen collaboration with local businesses and
government.
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Collaboration with Nara Prefecture's central southern region has been strengthened

In the 2016 academic year, a collaboration agreement was concluded with Higashiyoshino in Yoshino, Nara Prefecture. This is part of a strategy of
strengthening collaboration with parties in the central southern region of Nara Prefecture in terms of regional revitalization, promotion of industry, culture,
and education, training personnel, and education and research at Nara Women's University. Agreements have also been concluded with Shimoichi,
Totsukawa, Nosegwa, and Sakurai in the same region.

The university established its KYOUSEI Science Center for Life and Nature in Higashiyoshino in 2001, where it conducts classes and research in
environmental sciences and is involved in various regional revitalization initiatives. The collaboration will be strengthened and extend to regional
revitalization and the training of personnel.
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An exchange agreement has been concluded with Kyoto Women's
University, transcending the public-private divide

In the 2016 academic year, the university and Kyoto Women's University planned an
extensive collaboration that transcended the public-private divide, using the strengths and
qualities of each university and promoting student and faculty member exchanges and
cooperation in education and research, aimed at training female leaders. A comprehensive
exchange agreement has been concluded to further the development of both universities,
and joint symposiums have been held.
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Initiatives to promote globalization have been implemented

Efforts have been made at the university, notably via the International Exchange Center, to
expand the number of institutions with which it has an exchange agreement internationally;
moreover, the publicity of activities to support potential exchange students and exchange student
programs has been improved. As a result, in the 2016 academic year, there were year-on-year
increases in the number of the university's students studying abroad and in the number of foreign
students studying at the university of 31 and 20, respectively

In addition, the Graduate School of Humanities and Sciences concluded agreements with
Vietnam National University, Hanoi, and KU Leuven in Belgium, establishing double-degree
programs, wherein students can obtain a degree from the university and the two overseas
partners. In the 2016 academic year, two students from the Vietnam National University were
accepted into the University's International Studies for History, Sociology and Geography Master's
program, and one of the university's Language and Culture MasterAfs students is studying at KU
Leuven.

In addition, in the 2017 academic year, the Language and Culture Master's program will accept
a student from the Vietnam National University.
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